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THE FIRST NATA BOARD - 1950 

. 
~ 

(L. to R.) Chuck Cramer, Executive Secretary; Fred Peterson, Wyoming; Al Sa wdy, 
Bowling Green, Frank Medina, Texas; Buck Andel, Georgia; Duke Wyre, Mar yland; J oe 
Glander, Oklahoma; Henry Schmidt, Santa Clara, Ca. Absent when picture was taken, Frank 
Kavanaugh, Cornell; and Dick Wargo, Connecticut. 

FROM "THE TRAINER" JUNE 1950 

Th e trainers who atte nde d th e Clinic 
in Kansas C ity June 24 and 25, 1950 had 
th e ir h ead quar te r s a t th e H ote l 
Mu ehlebach , and the ir lectures in the a ir 
cond iti one d Little Th eatre of th e Munici
pal Auditorium . Th ey organi zed th e Na
tional Athl e tic Traine rs Associati on on a 
" d emocrati c" an d " states rights" p rin ci
p le . 

The authority and res ponsibility for 
th e Associati on was ves te d in nine direc
tors, (above) wh ich represented th e d if
fe ren t di str icts or con fe rences which h ad 
previously b een organized . 

In some cases th e d irec tors we re 
e lecte d b y th e ir m emb e rs, w he re e nough 
membe rs of that d is trict were p resent to 
make a qu oru m . In othe r cases, represen
tatives were requ es te d to "act" for th eir 
districts until th e offi cia l director could 
become a m e mbe r. Five of the ab ove 
named d irectors had such authority. 

The use of th e word "democratic" 
mean s th a t a ll direc to r s have equ a l 
power. Th ere are no offi ce rs such as p res
ide nt, vice-p res iden t, and so fo rth . 

By "states rights", it is m ean t that 
each di vision control s the membe rshi p of 
its own te rritory. No traine r can join th e 
national assoc ia ti on u ntil h e h as fir st 
joine d his di strict , and has been certifi ed 
by the me mbership committee of th at d is 
trict th a t he is e ligib le to joi n. I n th at way 
each di strict screens its own m emb ers. 

Membershi p is open to uni versity, 
college, junior college, high school and 
profess ional tra iners an d coach es, with 
the unde rstand in g th a t no one could be a 
nati onal d irector unless he is an athl e tic 
train er of an accredited u n ivers ity. T hi s 
will all be c larifi ed in th e constituti on and 
b y-law s. If you are inte res te d in joini ng, 
con tact th e director fo r th e di str ict in 
which you res ide. 

1974 
NATA BANQUET PROGRAM 

Invocation ... . .. . 

Master of Ceremonies 

Introduction of Guests 

Rev. Ron Morris. Fellowship Christian Athletes 

Bruce Rice . Sports Director. KCMO-TV 

. . ... . ... . ........ . Fred Wappel 

NATA Scholarship . . . William E. Newell. Chairman Scholarship Committee 
Undergraduate- Donald Lee Kaverman. Michigan State University 
Postgraduate- William Jack Amos. Furman University 

Wm. E. Newell Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bobby Gunn, President, NATA 
Douglas Keith Brand . University of Washington 

President's Challenge Cup Award ... ... . Frank George. President Elect 
Donald L. Cooper. M .D. 

Eddie Wojecki Scholarship Award 

John P. Repsher 
North Adams State College, Ma. 

Presentation of 25 year A wards 

Edgar H. Biggs 
L. F. Diehm 
Kenneth Gearhart 
Robert H. Gunn 
Richard lliano 

. . . . Lindsy McLean, Cha irman 
Certification Committee 

Linda Jo Hammett 
Lake Braddock Secondary School. 

Burke. Va . 

Laurence Morgan. Honors Award 
Committee 

Dr. Charles W. Turner 
Grady Morgan 
William Samko 
Francis J. Sheridan 
Thomas J. Monforti 

Joe Worden 

Honorary Membership Awards 
Walter Byers 
Exec. Dir., NCAA 

A. 0. "Al " Duer 
Exec. Sec .. NAIA 

Otho Davis, Executive Director. NATA 
Martin Delaney. Jr., M .D. 
Alexandria, Virginia 

Harvey O'Phelan, M .D. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Harold Mundy, Detroit, Michigan 

Helms Foundation Awards 

Edward Block 
Lincoln Kimura 
Laurence Morgan 

George Sullivan. Chairman Honors 
Award Committee 

Anthony Dougal 
Ross Moore 
Wayne Rideout 

Wayne Rudy 

"History and Development of The 
Athletic Trainer in America" 

. . Dr. Joe Dolan, Chm. HPE & R. 
Northeast Missouri State College 

Entertainment .. .. ... . . . . .. . . Tony DePardo and his Band 



IN THE BEGINNING ... KANSAS CITY, MO. 1950 

SOME HISTORY OF THE FIRST NATA MEETING-FROM THE KANSAS CITY STAR JUNE 25, 1950 
If Pork y Morgan actually has as m any bruis es , sprains , 

dislocations and Charl ey horses as h e was treate d for yes 
terday h e would be the gre ate st wreck sin ce Cas ey Jon es 
last was at the throttl e. 

The genial young traine r for St. Ambros e College in 
Dave nport, Iowa, was th e guine a pig for a hos t of tape 
wie ld e rs as the first annual convention of athle tic traine rs 
from all ove r th e nation got under way in th e Littl e Theate r 
of the Muni cipal Auditorium . 

Ge tting in and out of his clothes more often th an Gypsy 
Rose Lee doin g a 5-a-day stint, Morgan had precious littl e 
of his anatomy which hadn't felt th e embrace of adh esive 
tape, analge sic balm and athl e tic bandages. 

A REGISTRATION OF 214 
Along with Morgan , some 214 oth er traine rs , coaches 

and other sports figures registe re d in for the conve ntion. 
The germs me t th e ir maste r in the person of Dr. Noble 

P. Sherwood, professor of bacte ri ology at the Un ive rsity of 
Kansas and em eritus head of that d e partment at th e school. 
No n e wcome r to sports hims e lf, Dr. Sh erwood mix e d 
humor with sci entific ge rms a~ h e le d off th e se ssion . 

Dr. Elli ott S. Strong, team physic ian for th e Adams 
State College of Alamosa, C olo., th e n gave a quick course 
on how youn traine rs can establish and maintain a working 
re la tionsh ip with physic ians. 

DEMONSTRATION BY MEDINA 
Frank Medina, train er a t Texas Unive rsi ty, the n starte d 

Porky M organ on his way to th e title of Mr. Tape of 1950 
with a d e m onstration of ankle injury tre ab11e nt and taping. 

Bare ly free of ankl e tape, Morgan th e n offore d th e 
othe r encl as Duke Wyre, traine r at Maryland Unive rsity, 
demonstrate d tre atment of ~boulde r injuries . 

The mornin g se ssion wound up with a pape r from Ed
ward O'Donne ll, supe rviso r of trainers at Yale Unive rsity, 
be in g read in his abse nce. l. 

INTRODUCE MENTAL ASPECT 
A. S. Reece, staff physician for th e sponsoring Cramer 

Chemical Company of Gardn e r, Kansas , introduced the 
me ntal aspect of injury treatment with a short address and 
Dave Wike , traine r at Miami Unive rsity, spoke on showing 
hospitality to vi siting teams, a job which also seems to be 
the traine r's . 

Once again Morgan was calle d from his seat and his 
c igar as Fred Pe te rson, trainer at the University of Wyom
ing, showe d analgesic pack tre atme nt. 

The 245 who registe re d in for the first annual train ers 
clinic at Municipal Auditorium Saturday and yeste rday 
like d it so we ll that the affair again will be h e ld here n ext 
year. 

Chuck Crame r of the sponsoring C ram er Che mical 
Company said the affair will offi cially be a conve ntion next 
year, with the program spread out over three days inste ad 
of two and with the date falling clos e to that of this year. 

One of the high points of this first meeting was a trip to 
the Cramer brothe rs plant in Gardner, Kansas on Sunday 
afte rnoon. It was a "real get acquainter" as the horse trough 
was rolle d into the fami ly orchard to cool the " beve rage s" 
and the Cramer ladies set up table s of home cooke d Kansas 
hams and chickens for the visiting trainers, doctors , and 
fami lies. Both Chuck and Frank Cramer expre ss ed d e light 
with th e first attempt at a National Clinic for Athl e tic 
Trainers . 




